PROPOSED CHANGES TO CHICKEN ORDINANCE

January 2012
As you know, members of Chickens In The Yard (CITY) worked very hard for the chicken-keeping ordinance and we are grateful for it.  However, Salem’s chicken keeping policy is extremely expensive and restrictive, much more so than other cities.  The chicken licensing program has been in effect for one full year and a recent report from the Code Compliance Office states the number of complaints has gone down and it has not created a problem for the city.  Now that we have proven ourselves to be capable and responsible chicken owners, we hereby request the following modifications be made to the existing ordinance and implemented as soon as possible:

1. Reduce the cost of the chicken license from $50/year to a one-time $25 fee. 

There are now 57 registered chicken owners in the city of Salem.  Each of them had to pay $50 for a chicken license, yet other pets cost little or nothing.  Soon, our licenses will have to be renewed and we will have to pay another $50.  This is unreasonable and for many, unaffordable.  Most other cities do not charge a fee for keeping chickens and of those that do, it is a one-time fee.  A one-time fee of $25 would cover the cost of maintaining the city’s online application process. 

2. Reduce the number of inspections from one every three years to just one initial inspection.   Most cities do not require inspections to keep chickens.  If you think an inspection is still necessary, than it should only be required initially to obtain the license.  After that, no follow-up inspections should be needed unless there is a valid complaint.  Inspections are what cost the city money and by reducing the number of inspections, the city will save money and the cost of the license can be lowered as described above.

3. Eliminate the rule that requires chicken coops be at least 10’ from the chicken owner’s house. There is no logical reason for this. The closer the coop is to our own house, the further it will be from neighbors and that’s what matters.  

4. Change the square footage requirement to exclude the run/pen. The 120 square foot requirement should only apply to the portion of the chicken structure with walls and a roof, not the wire run that’s attached to it. A wire pen should not be subjected to the building code requirement because it’s not a building. The pen will still have to be at least 20’ from neighbors’ homes.

5. Increase the number of hens to five. Many cities allow up to six hens and for good reason. Hens lay fewer and fewer eggs as they get older. We don’t want to get rid of older hens because they are pets we’re fond of, and they will continue to provide fertilizer and natural pest control. But we would like to be able to introduce young chicks when our hens get older, so the eggs keep coming. By increasing the number of hens to five, we could add two more chicks to the flock in a couple of years when our current hens get older and produce fewer eggs. 

6. Allow chickens at churches, schools, and community gardens. Marion-Polk Food Share, Pringle Creek Community Garden, and the Oregon Deaf School have all expressed a strong desire to include a chicken coop at their facilities. The Deaf School runs an urban farm program and thinks kids would benefit from learning to raise chickens. People at MPFS want to teach low-income families self-reliance and healthy food choices, and community gardens want fertilizer and natural pest control, and organic eggs to share. 

Keep the following requirements of the ordinance intact: 
Online permits will still be required. That way, you will know where the chickens are and people will still have to read the rules and agree to them. 

Coops and pens will still have to be at least 20’ from neighbors’ houses (not the property line). 

The ordinance will remain complaint-driven. If a valid complaint is lodged, an inspection will be conducted and if the complaint proves valid, the chicken owner will be given time to comply or be fined. 

Coops will still need to be maintained in a manner that does not create a nuisance. 

Selling or slaughtering will continue to be prohibited. 

Roosters will remain prohibited. 

These proposed changes would be more in line with what other cities allow, give more residents the opportunity to enjoy chicken-keeping, and increase compliance dramatically. 

