We are ordinary citizens who think the right to raise a few egg-laying hens is worth fighting for.  With growing concerns about the economy, the environment, food safety, and animal welfare, there is a renewed interest in the basic skills our grandparents fully understood – growing vegetables, preserving food, and raising chickens.  

If you want to change a city ordinance in your town, there is much to learn from our experiences here in Salem, Oregon. The Chicken Revolution chronicles our 9-month struggle to join the Urban Chicken Movement.  Learn why raising hens in the city has become so popular and what can happen when citizens take on City Hall. 

This feature-length documentary film shows the entire process and the types of opposition and political obstacles we encountered and what you might also expect. Our experiences can help you be prepared, avoid unnecessary delays, and most importantly, help educate those who are unfamiliar with the concept of urban chicken keeping, and win their vote.  Have a get-together and show this film to city officials, friends, and neighbors who might be skeptical or just want to learn more about it.  

In the film, we travel to chicken-friendly cities throughout the Pacific Northwest (Eugene, Corvallis, Portland, Lake Oswego, and Vancouver) and interview people who poignantly describe how raising urban hens has impacted their lives. You will also meet members of the “Chicken Underground” who believe the benefits of keeping chickens illegally outweigh the risk of getting caught.  

The film features a variety of coops, including one made of straw bales, a chicken tractor, and several featured in the very popular Portland coop tour. We visit classes where people teach pet chickens how to do tricks, an Urban Farm School where city folks learn to grow gardens, preserve food, and raise chickens, and a traditional family farm to emphasize the difference between chickens treated as livestock versus chickens treated as pets.

Intermingled with trips to various cities are clips from nine city council meetings where a proposed chicken ordinance is vigorously debated.  You may be surprised to see how controversial a simple request to raise three harmless little hens can become. Finding out what others went through before you begin will help you be fully prepared.

